
Volunteerism is an important component in the lives of Claudia Stepnick and her son Joey. “That’s because
our family has always been willing to say yes, to take a chance and to dig right in—and thanks to being
members of a parish like Saint Rose —we, and many others, have had plenty of opportunities,” she says.

Since returning to Roseville and joining the church in 1979 Claudia’s philosophy has always been that if
there is a need, just show up and someone will explain what to do. “I have gotten more brave about
participating in a new opportunity,” she says. “Most of the jobs are not difficult or all that time-consuming.
Being a Eucharistic minister can be a couple times a month. Park and Ride, three hours once a year. Serving
at a funeral lunch is not hard. If you want to help, just walk in the door the first time and you will be just
fine.”

For the past 20 years Claudia has been Saint Rose’s wedding coordinator. She is the facilitator and problem-
solver for all the people involved in the ceremony. “I really enjoy helping people who are under a lot of stress
and just want to do things right,” she says. 

Joey began as an altar server in the fifth grade. In high school he asked if he could help usher. One Sunday
after Mass he noticed people were decorating the church, and that’s how he got involved with the art and
environment ministry. “I always consider myself another helping hand.” When he became a young
Eucharistic minister, Joey recalls he “was scared doing that at first, but soon discovered the ministry was a
great privilege.” So has his participation as master of ceremonies (helping the priest) at the Easter Vigil and
Christmas Eve Masses. “Knowing that the same rituals, such as the lighting of candles from the Easter
candle, are occurring at thousands of churches around the world at the same time is really special,” he says.
“It creates a wonderful sense of unity.” 

Outside of Saint Rose Joey has been a volunteer for CTV North Suburbs (Roseville community television)
since he was in the seventh grade. For many years he has contributed about 300 hours a year working in
production, most often at high school concerts and sporting events. He was part of the crew that televised
Bishop Andrew Cozzens’ installment Mass and has done several ordinations of new archdiocesan priests,
including the one for Fr. Paveglio.
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Other things to know about Claudia and Joey:
• Claudia taught sixth grade in the same room at Columbus Elementary
School in Forest Lake for 42 years before retiring in 2015. “It was the
best job in the world,” she says.
• Joey has been employed at Byerlys in Roseville for 18 years. He also
works security at U.S. Bank Stadium.
• Joey played baritone in the University of Minnesota marching band
for five years and went to five bowl games. 
• Claudia also has two daughters: Becky is a social worker in San Diego
and Mary is employed at a medical research company in Minneapolis.
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